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Cordarounds vs. Bonobos: Pants War!

By Andi Teran

There’s a war going on right now that threatens to strip the pants right off of you.

(And no, it’s not that war.) From the shores of Trouser Beach, in San Francisco, an

army of witty gents are hell bent on taking down the villainous “fabric Kraken”

known as Vertical Corduroy. Alternately, from the swamps of Chicago’s Lincoln Park,

athletic-bodied soldiers are fighting the evils of “skinny-leg tyranny.” Some say they

fight each other, but the commanders of both armies say they’re fighting a much

bigger war altogether.

What’s this all about? An honest to goodness Great Pants War, people!

In one corner, we have Cordarounds, the world’s first horizontal-corduroy company.

It was founded three years ago in San Francisco by Chris Lindland in an attempt to

answer a small-talk question: “Why isn’t there horizontal corduroy?” Soon enough, a

new pair of comfortable pants for the modern man was born. “Something as subtle as

corduroy going in another direction seemed like this breakthrough in fashion,” Chris

says from his basement bunker. “Finally, horizontal corduroy!”

Chris hired a local atelier to make a test pair, wore them around town, and the response was so overwhelming that he

started selling them online by the hundreds—marketing them as a scientific breakthrough that promises to obliterate crotch

friction with it’s innovative horizontal design. So inspired were his faithful troops that a student (and neighbor) named

Brian Spaly asked Chris to come and speak at Stanford Business School. Brian had been interested in starting his own pants

company. “I’d had a hard time finding pants that fit me very well,” Brian says from his secret lair. “Everyone was coming up

with fun ideas to start companies and I thought, ‘Maybe I’ll start making pants.’ It was an idea that had some legs. No pun

intended.”

Brian and his former housemate, Andy Dunn, went on to create their own online pants company called Bonobos (which

means sex-crazed monkey, if you must know), which they pitched at men of average or athletic builds. Under the slogan

“Pants for Real Guys,” they began selling two types of trousers: twill and corduroy—the vertical variety.

Hmmm. So, was this a case of inspiration or stealing battle plans?

http://www.vanityfair.com/ontheweb/blogs/daily/
http://www.vanityfair.com/ontheweb/blogs/daily/style/index.html
http://www.vanityfair.com/ontheweb/blogs/daily/culture/index.html
http://www.vanityfair.com/ontheweb/blogs/daily/2008/04/pants-war.html
http://www.cordarounds.com/
http://www.bonobos.com/


4/22/08 12:14 AMVF Daily: Cordarounds vs. Bonobos: Pants War!: Online Only: vanityfair.com

Page 2 of 7http://www.vanityfair.com/ontheweb/blogs/daily/2008/04/pants-war.html

“The guy who really helped me get started was Chris Lindland,” Brian admits, “I knew what he was doing and thought it was

something I could do, too. We both have pretty different approaches. He gave me some suggestions about where to buy

fabric and what to do, and I got started in the same way that he did … by the seat of my pants.”

Chris says he gladly gave them his battle plans and fabric tactics. “I have no interest in competing. I hope they succeed as

much as we do at convincing more people to buy online and not just in stores,” he says. “From the beginning, we have been

fighting a war against Vertical Corduroy. It’s a monolithic Soviet Bloc that we have created in the minds of our customers.

Anytime they wear Horizontal Corduroy, it’s a mini rebellion of sorts.” He adds, that “they”—meaning Bonobos—“represent

Vertical Corduroy.”

Them’s fightin’ words!

Brian responds, “If Chris is fighting a war against Vertical Corduroy, then we’re fighting a war against khaki diaper butt.

We’re fighting against the skinny-leg tyranny of super high-end brands. We’re fighting two different wars! To be fair, their

weapons are so built-up and developed on the cord front that we could never claim to beat them.”

Instead, Bonobos is concentrating on enticing regular guys with different builds to buy their multi-colored pants with

tapered waistbands that are now made in Italian and Belgian fabrics. They pride themselves on operating directly with their

online customers—encouraging them to buy several pairs, try them on for size, and then return anything they don’t want.

They have made several customers “partners,” sending them personal business cards to give out as a way of promoting the

brand in their hometowns. They’re also preparing to launch trunk shows in the future—kind of like Tupperware parties for

guys, only with, you know, pants.

As for Chris and Cordarounds, the sky’s the limit. He recently introduced a new scientific breakthrough that is already flying

off the virtual shelves. Labeled Suckerlab, these pants are—you guessed it—horizontal seersucker. And next Monday, at

7:00 P.M. sharp (Pacific Time), he’ll deploy yet another new addition to his pant arsenal: ultra-light Summerweight Cords.

Chris intends to launch the pants—literally—by attaching them to big bunches of helium balloons, in a ceremony that will

be documented on the Cordarounds website.

“Since corduroy is an unconventional summer cloth, we feel it’s important to demonstrate just how light and airy they are,

so it only makes sense for us to demonstrate their airworthiness versus other summer pant fabrics. The Nina, Panta, and

Panta Maria (green, tan, and navy trousers, respectively) will take flight to points east, demonstrating the lightness of our

new pants,” he says, “We ask, why stop at simple style, as most clothiers do, when you can explore the extraordinary

potential of pants?”

Andi Teran is a New York-based writer and performer from El Paso, Texas.
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